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FORMER LAW REFORM COMMISSIONER CALLS FOR A NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ADVOCACY 
 
 
Former Law Reform Commissioner Patricia Rickard-Clarke has called for the establishment 
of a National Council for Advocacy.  The call comes as new legislation on Assisted Decision – 
Making,  planned legislation on safeguarding adults and deprivation of liberty in places of 
care are likely to have a profound impact on the development of  advocacy services in 
Ireland. 
 
Speaking at the launch of Sage Advocacy’s Annual report for 2018, Chairperson Ms Rickard-
Clarke, said a Council needs to be established to address issues such as skills, training, 
standards, data gathering and to promote coordination across the sector. “There is an 
urgent need to prepare for legislative changes which will formally recognise the practice of 
independent advocacy and part of the preparation must be the creation of a ‘common 
home’ for advocacy services and to ensure equity in funding based on performance” said Ms 
Rickard-Clarke. “Sage Advocacy data for 2018 shows that the extent and complexity of our 
work is equal to, and possibly greater than that of the National Advocacy Service 
for People with Disabilities yet Sage Advocacy received almost 66% less funding. Advocacy 
services for people with mental health challenges are also underfunded despite an 
increasing need for services in this area” she said. “ While the HSE increasingly appreciates 
the important role that advocacy plays in promoting and protecting the rights and dignity of 
vulnerable adults, older people and healthcare patients we cannot continue having 
advocacy services directly funded through the HSE”. 
 
Also speaking at the launch of Sage Advocacy Annual Report 2018, the Director of the 
Decision Support Service, Áine Flynn, said “Sage Advocacy has played a significant role in 
promoting awareness of the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) Act 2015. This is a 
reforming legislation of considerable scope and ambition. We welcome the work and 
investment that Sage Advocacy has undertaken over the past number of years in helping to 
educate the public and stakeholders on the positive changes and also the challenges that 
the 2015 Act presents.   
 
Referring to  the new public awareness initiative “Losing your Marbles” being launched by 
Sage Advocacy,  Ms Flynn said “The campaign being launched communicates clearly the key 
reforms and guiding principles of the new legislation. The campaign highlights the 
importance of the presumption of capacity and of supporting people as far as possible to 
make their own decisions. The 2015 Act emphasises privacy, autonomy, ‘the right to be 



unwise’ and respect for individual will and preferences rather than ‘best interests’. The 2015 
Act provides for a code of practice for advocates, acknowledging the role which advocates 
may play in supporting decision-making.  A code of practice has been drafted and will be put 
out for public consultation prior to the full commencement of the Act.” 
 
For further information please contact Valerie Cox on 087 6858406 
 
Note for Editors: 
The development of Sage Advocacy has been influenced by the scandals of Leas Cross in 
2005, and Áras Attracta and Portlaoise Hospital in 2014.  First established in June 2014 as a 
support and advocacy service for older people funded by the HSE and The Atlantic 
Philanthropies it was in 2016 asked to explore how it might address some of the more 
systemic issues relating to people with intellectual disabilities. Sage Advocacy clg was 
established in September 2017 and on March 1st 2018 it assumed full responsibility for the 
governance and future development of the service.  On July 1st 2018 the patient advocacy 
services, previously provided by Patient Focus, moved to Sage Advocacy which is now a 
support and advocacy service for vulnerable adults, older people and healthcare patients. 
 
The ‘Losing your marbles…’ public awareness resource is a simple postcard, with related  
online images, bearing the message: ‘Losing your marbles is one thing…its another if 
someone steals them’.   
 

 
Sage Advocacy - Information & Support/Rapid Response Service 
1850 71 94 00     8:00 – 22:00 daily 
Where an issue is urgent a Sage Representative can be with you within 24 hours 


